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Yard work!  It is about that time of year.  For the average 
homeowner, these two words can either mean dread or 
enjoyment.  Like it or not, it is a necessary evil for most 
homeowners.  Regardless, safety needs to be a major part of your 
activities. 
 
According to the National Safety Council, we are seven times 
more likely to be injured at home than at work.  Since yard work 
presents numerous exposures to potential injury, we should be 
especially cautious and aware of safety. 
 
As you plan your yard work, remember these simple points: 

Always check the oil and fuel levels in gasoline-powered 
equipment.  Never add fuel to hot equipment.  Gasoline 
could be ignited by the hot surface of an exhaust pipe or 
engine. 

Always add fuel to equipment in a well-ventilated area and 
properly store the fuel away from direct sunlight or other 
heat sources. 

Disconnect the spark plug to gasoline-powered equipment 
before working on, cleaning or adjusting the equipment. 

Always wear recommended protective gear for the 
equipment being used.  Consult the manufacturerõs 
operating manual.  Safety glasses, hearing protection, long 
pants and safety shoes should be standard protective 
equipment when using a lawn mower or weed-eater. 

When mowing the lawn, inspect the area before starting 
work.  It should be clear of branches, stones, glass, or other 
debris that could be thrown from the mower. 

Keep pesticides locked up and out of reach of children and 
pets.  Know the chemicals you are using and protect yourself 
with the proper PPE.  The chemicals you use should come 
with a Material Safety Data sheet which will tell you what 
you need to do to protect yourself. 

 
Regardless of your view of yard work, if you make safety a part of 
your experience, you can sit back, sip your lemonade, and enjoy 
the results of your hard work. 

SAFETY ZONESAFETY ZONE   
                                    by Jeff Grade 

   

SAFETY IN THE YARD  

                                    é.. é.. Building people who build great things!Building people who build great things!   
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HOOAH!  
By Don Constantine 

òHooahó is an expression used by members of the United States Army that 
has a plethora of meanings: 
 
 òI understandó or òmessage receivedó such as in:  òDelta 6, this is Romeo 6, 
do you copy, overó.  Soldier response: òRomeo 6, this is Delta 6, hooah!ó 
 
 òOutstandingó such as in: òGentlemen, today we are going to go out and 
run 15 miles with our rucksacks onó   Soldier response: òHooahó. 
 
Or when nothing else really seems appropriate like:  òSoldier youõve just 
stepped on an M-16 Bouncing Betty Mine.  Whatever you do donõt 
moveó.   Soldier response:  òHooahó. 
 
It can even have darker meanings such as what one soldier might say to 
another soldier in the middle of a fire fight:  òWe are in some deep Hooah 
nowó. 
 
In this case òhooahó accurately describes a recent òoutstandingó experience 
for several Apollo, Inc. team members.  On March 7th, Apollo employees 
working on the Modified Digital Multipurpose Range Project convoyed three 
CAT 631 D scrapers 21 miles across the Yakima Training Center from the 
Multipurpose Range Complex (MPRC) to the òEngineer Dig Siteó, a training 
area for Army Engineers.   For the next two days Apollo personnel trained the 
Washington Army National Guardõs 286th Engineer Company (Horizontal) 
on the maintenance and operation of Wheel Tractor-Scrapers*.  The unitõs 
wartime mission includes the construction of roads, airfields and helipads 
within a Theater of Operations (such as in Iraq or Afghanistan). 
 
A newly formed unit in the National Guard has not yet received all of the 
essential equipment it needs to accomplish its horizontal construction 
mission.  Despite this minor dilemma a portion of the unitõs soldiers are still 
required to be qualified on scraper maintenance and operation.  Because of 
the similarities between Apolloõs CAT 631 scrapers and the CAT 621 scrapers 
that the unit will eventually receive, the Apollo scrapers provided these 
soldiers with the avenue for valuable hands-on training. 
 
Apollo employees Terry Roth (Apolloõs Equipment Manager), Eric Vanzandt 
(an Apollo Heavy Equipment Mechanic) and Don Constantine (Apollo 
Project Manager) trained the soldiers on preventative maintenance 
procedures, safety, and operation.  For several of the soldiers this was the first 
time they had actually had the opportunity to operate a scraper.  Although 
several  were apprehensive at first, by the end of the second day every soldier 
was operating with confidence.   
 

Continued on Page 4 
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Apollo Sheet MetalApollo Sheet Metal   
DON DON 

WILLIAMSWILLIAMS   

With Apollo since:  7 years total, 
on 2nd stint since July ô09 
Town lives in:  Benton City 
Division:  Plumbing 
Job Title:  Plumber/Foreman 
 
Family:  Married to Christy and we 
have a 13 year old son, Pierce. 
Pets:  A Blue Heeler, Penny 
Hobbies:  Snow-boarding, wake-
boarding, & my Harley Davidson. 
 
Recent accomplishment on the 
job:   Completion of PSF 3430 build-
ing on time. 
 
Recent accomplishment outside 
the job:  Completion of 10th year as 
a UA instructor for Local 598 in med 
gas, plumbing codes & advanced 
piping. 
 
Favorite music:  Jimmy Buffet, Ste-
vie Ray Vaughn, AC/DC 
Favorite food:  Pizza, BBQ oysters 
& Mexican (Arroz con pollo) 
 
Next big goal in life:  Buy a wake-
board boat for the family. 

Division Manager:   Dale Hollandsworth 
Project Manager:  Jason Kotlarz 
Project Engineer:  Amy Hightower 
Superintendents: Bryce Sturm [Pipe],  
Jason Lang [HVAC], Shawn Simleness [LCM] 
QA/QC:  Mike Ulrich 
Safety:  Dave Kivi & Damon Hollandsworth 
Crew:   TinnersñAndy Brasher [Foreman], 
Jason Sitton, Scotty Rains, Juan Madrigal, Ty 
Drapeau, Steve Polello, Mike Wills, Stan Mont-
gomery, John Hasencamp, Troy Mitchell, Mitch 
Carrick, Regan McCarthy, Steven Demenge, 
Greg Cuellar, David Sanders, JonBrock Olsen, 
Jared Heath, Brandon Butler, Nick Tarasov, 
Spencer Steinbach,  PlumbersñPete Fox, Seann 
Tanner & David See [Foremen] Doug Watson, 
William Judevine, John Scott, Nathan Smelser, 
John Woodring, Michael Warren, Klon Turner, 
Sarah Rollins, Doug McDonald, Larry Calahan, 
Terry Wilsey, Jeff Dale, John Furr, Mike 
Boehlke, Frank Veddeer, Robert Loshak, Johnny 
Hamilton, Michael McGee, Ethan Fox, Feliz 
Morgan, Duane Bell, Donald Johnson,  James 
Bland, Greg Miller, Jorge Gallardo, Henry Cau-
dle, Brandon Thoday, Keith Roberton, Mark 
Greiner, Doug Spracklin, John Funseth, David 
Wilkinson, Spencer Action, Jason Liedtke, Bran-
don Bray, PipefittersñBill Long & Jeff Ball 
[Foremen], Jack Smith, Brent Ramaker, Russel 
Steadman, Frank Near, Alex Liptack, Dave Fine, 
Beau Brower, Rich Spangler, Kurt Stagner, John 
Kuglar, Pete Mahowald, Dustin, Kinzel, Mike 
Shiflett, Robert Bergsma,   
Location:  Wenatchee, WA 
Estimated Value:  $21.4 million 
Start/Finish Date:  May ô09 to April ô11 
 
General Scope:  Complete new central utility 
plant consisting of (3) 600 ton centrifugal chill-
ers, (3) 600 ton cooling towers serviced with 
over 670 HP worth of pumps and 18ó welded 
chilled water mains; underground fuel storage 
system serving (3) 1.2 megawatt generators.  The 
CUP also gets a new 400 HP boiler and a new 
DA capable of running over 1000 HP worth of 
steam.  A new 6-story, 190,000 sq. ft. tower addi-

tion.  New systems include:  Med Gas, high & 
low pressure steam, hydronic heating & cooling, 
domestic water, sanitary waste & vent, and rain 
water systems.  Medium and low pressure duct 
serving a mixture of VAõs and Phoenix valves, 
over 590 of them combined.  Full control sys-
tems at the tower and the CUP as well as full 3D 
MEP coordination. 
 
Current Status:  Chilled water systems in CUP 
are complete, ground floor & first floor tower 
rough-in of all systems is complete.  We are cur-
rently in various stages of rough-in on the upper 
floors and roof all concurrently. 
 
Hurdles/Accomplishments:  The LCM depart-
ment has worked through over 200 pages of 
mechanical changes while minimizing impacts 
to the field. 
 
Interesting Trivia:  The hospital is a 206 bed 
regional referral center serving a four county 
rural area the size of Maryland.  The expansion 
project will increase the number of beds by 160 
with all private patient rooms in a new six-story 
tower.  The CWH is currently the home of We-
natcheeõs first tower crane, dramatically chang-
ing the Wenatchee valley skyline.  Just one of 
the two massive AHUõs on the roof is 63 ft. by 81 
ft. and weights over 225,000 pounds, it takes 21 
semi trucks to deliver all the sections.  The shaft 
duct for this project is the largest Apollo has 
ever built. 

RecognitionsRecognitions   
Jeff Grade (left) and Mike Ellis (right) 
receive an exceptional achievement award 
from Larry Dennis, Turbo Management 
Systems.  This award was given to Apollo 
for their accomplishment of being named 
the safest contractor in the State of 
Washington.  TMS has only given this 
award on three occasions.  Congratulations 
to everyone for keeping safety our #1 
priority. 

Mitch received a very nice atta-boy from a homeowner praising Robert Barry, Matt 
Gunn and Fred Edwards for all their help in their new installation.  They are so 
happy with their new unit and especially wanted to thank the guys for their kindness 
to their daughter and grand daughter. 
 
Gene Batey and Mike Niles received a great letter from Pastor Bryan White at 
Cathedral of Joy.  Pastor White says, òThank you so much for all of your hard work regarding 
the leaning cooling tower.  The turnaround time was amazing due to the cooperation and effort of 
people like you.  Apollo is lucky to have employees like the two of you.ó  Thank you, Gentlemen. 
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Division Manger:  Pete Firth 
Superintendent:  Mike Palmus 
Crew:  Julio Bravo, Ray Balderman, Sal 
Cervera, Javier Hernandez, Juan 
Hernandez, Jeff Bogenreif, Jose 
Hernandez, Jeremy Rodriguez, Tony 
McCullough II, Doug Welch, Darrin 
Cole, Sheldon Bogart, Richard Jones, 
Susano Pastrana, Todd Rogers, Pat 
Palmus, Chad Canoy, Caleb Brown, Todd 
Arlington, Charles Sitler, Larry Brisbois, 
Goben Martinez, Javier Pineda, Rogelio 
Cantu, David Lopez, Charlie Wisman, 
Pete Malsam, Mike Stanco, Mario 
Hernandez, and Jesus Hernandez. 
 
Location:  Richland, WA 
Estimated Value:  $1.1 million 

Start/Finish Date:  Aug ô09ñJan ô10 
General Scope:  Remodel existing Lithia 
Ford building to suit the new McCurley 
Honda Facility, including complete 
rework of the offices, parts department, 
and show room to meet current code and 
owner needs.  Remodel to the exterior of 
the building including new stucco façade, 
upgraded storefront displays and added 
covered awnings and entry area.  Site 
work included updating underground 
piping to code and creating new 
landscaping and concrete show parking 
areas. 
 

Current Status:  This project is 100% 
complete & owner has moved in. 
 
Hurdles/Accomplishment:  Project 
came in on time and with a very satisfied 
owner, despite the turnover of both the 
site superintendant and project manager 
two months in to the project.  
Accomplishments included successfully 
pouring new concrete parking aprons 
during 17 degree weather. 
 
Interesting Trivia:  McCurley Honda 
sold their first car at the new facility 
while they were moving in to their offices 
on a Saturday! 

Apollo, Inc.Apollo, Inc.   
MCCURLEY HONDA MCCURLEY HONDA   
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With Apollo since:  August 2007 
Town lives in:  Richland, WA 
Job Title:  Project Engineer 
 
Family:  Married to Kristi [9 years] and 
our son William is 2 years old. 
 
Pets:  2 cats, Ginsy (short for Ginsburg) 
and Marshall (short for..well..Marshall) 
both named after notable Supreme Court 
Justices 
Hobbies:  Skiing, rollerblading, reading 
& Nascar 
 
Recent accomplishment on the job:  
Recently started working on the Yakima 
Firing Range project with USACE.  Cre-
ated and continually improving a finan-
cial project tracking system for the 
Yakima Firing Range.  Expanding the 
recognition and usefulness through 
Apollo, Inc. of a properly built and man-
aged schedule. 
 
Recent accomplishment outside the 
job:  Found a new spiritual home at Ken-
newick 1st Presbyterian as we have re-
cently become members.  Raising our son 
William and supporting my wife as she 
tirelessly fights the good fight against 
insurance companies. 
 
Favorite music:  Matchbox 20, John 
Mayer, Dave Matthews, Maroon 5, Nick-
leback, Van Halen, Garth Brooks, to 
name a small few. 
Favorite food:  Anthonyõs Coconut 
Shrimp & Carmines Spaghetti, basically 
anything but Thai. 
 
Next big goal in life:  Week long vaca-
tion in Hawaii this summer and next year 
celebrating our 10th anniversary with a 
big trip to Europe.  I would love to get 
back to playing my Alto Sax. 

Pete Firth and Amy Jenne shared a great atta-boy for Todd Arlington .  Apollo received a 
letter from Rebecca Venot, Staff Engineer for CH2MHill ,in regards to his outstanding 
performance on the West Pasco WTP.   She sites his commitment to providing high 
quality craftsmanship, safety, proactive response to challenges,  and professionalism.  
Thank you, Todd 

Dan Kelly and Mark Montgomery give a thumbs up to Rick Grnya and crew for an 
excellent job on putting bypass 1 online at the Pendleton WTP.  Also, Rick Grnya, Will 
Whittington [aka Willis], Ray Balderman, Joe Talbot, and Sam Black, the City was 
certainly impressed with the preplanning and flawless performance by Rickõs crew.   
Thanks to all. 

Tim Richman and Josh Prock would like to thank Steve Gryna, Tony Delapena, and 
Chad Curtis for their piping and earthwork contributions to the West Pasco Water 
Treatment Plant project.  The work was completed efficiently and on time.  Thanks for a 
job well done! 

Tim Richman and Dan Kelly would like to recognize the efforts of Milton Crowthers, 
Dan Doyle, Steve Gryna, Rick Gryna, Tony Delapena, Andy Peters, Kevin Burke, 
Mike Hogg,  and Julio Bravo in the late night new Headwork's switch-over at the 
Kennewick Wastewater Plant.  Everyone contributed a lot of input and hard labor to 
make this switch-over successful.  Thanks for a great job. 

RecognitionsRecognitions   


